
Highlights

Change of guard at MGIMS

Dr AK Shukla, Director-Professor and Head,
Ophthalmology, took over as Dean of the Mahatma
Gandhi Institute of Medical Sciences Sevagram on 14 Jan
2023 from Dr Nitin Gangane. Dr Gangane has joined the
KLE Academy of Higher Education & Research (Deemed-
to-be-University), Belagavi as Vice Chancellor after
serving as Dean, MGIMS from 2018-23.

Dr Poonam Varma Shivkumar, Director-Professor and
Head, Obstetrics and Gynecology, took over as Medical
Superintendent of Kasturba Hospital Sevagram from Dr
SP Kalantri on 20 Jan 2023. Dr Kalantri served as the
Medical Superintendent of Kasturba Hospital for 12
years. In addition, Dr Ramesh Pandey took charge as the
Deputy Medical Superintendent of Kasturba Hospital
from 20 Jan 2023

First National Midwifery Training Institute inaugurated

On 27 May, 2022, the National Midwifery Training
Institute (NMTI) was inaugurated at Kasturba Health
Society’s Kasturba Nursing College, Sevagram. Thisis the
first midwifery training institute of the country and is
supported by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
Government of India with technical support from Jhpiego
. Trainees will  receive  classroom and  skills  training
at Kasturba Nursing College, and clinical training in the
Maternal and Child Health Department, Kasturba
Hospital, MGIMS, Sevagram.

“MGIMS has shown exemplary commitment in improving
maternal and child health in India. This institute is uniquely
positioned to establish professional midwifery through
imparting high-quality education to this new cadre. There
could not be a better place than MGIMS to unroll the
midwifery initiative in the country,” said Dr S Sikdar
(Advisor, Maternal Health Division, MOHFW, GOI) at the
inaugural function. “With the strengthening of the
midwifery care in India, we aim to reduce maternal
mortality and provide quality, compassionate and
respectful maternity care to the women of the country,”
Dr Sikdar added. “India has seen a decline in maternal
mortality and Infant mortality ratio,”informed Dr Padmini

Kashyap (Deputy Commissioner, Maternal Health, GOI).
Representatives from Jhpiego, White Ribbon Alliance,
international and national midwifery educators, KHS
management and faculty members were present during
the inaugural function of National Midwifery Training
Institute.

Director, CGHS, MOHFW visited MGIMS

Dr Nikhilesh Chandra (Director, CGHS, MoHFW, GOI)
visited MGIMS on 5 Apr 2022 to assess the role played by
the hospital in celebrating the Swachhata Pakhwada, the
cleanliness fortnight. At the behest of the Government
of India, medical institutes and hospitals, countrywide,
celebrated Swachhata Pakhwada from 1 to 15 April 2022
‘a clean India mission’ in the hospitals. During his two-
day stay at MGIMS, Dr Chandra assessed how MGIMS is
using this campaign to keep its premises clean.

Computer tomography simulator with the largest
bore size of 85 cm inaugurated at MGIMS

On 16 Nov 2022, a new Computed tomography (CT)
Simulator machine was inaugurated at MGIMS Sevagram
by Shri Dhirubhai Mehta (President, KHS). This is the first
in Central India and the third in the country. This CT
Stimulator is the latest model from Siemens with the
largest central bore of 85 cm. Computed tomography
simulators have become the standard of care for
radiotherapy. They are advanced machines that help the
radiotherapy team in the precise treatment planning
process by determining the exact location, shape and size
of a patient’s tumour. In addition, the present CT
Simulator allows faster scanning with low radiation
exposure to patients.

The Department of Radiotherapy has seen a major
makeover in the last year. It has upgraded its radiotherapy
facilities and introduced several key therapeutic
modalities for cancer treatment that are novel, not only
in the region but also in the country. The department has
introduced hyperthermia for cancer treatment, a unique
therapeutic modality along with radiotherapy and
chemotherapy. More than 150 patients have been already
treated with hyperthermia along with radiotherapy and












